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The Commumst Mamfesto has been described as “without doubt the
single most influential text written in the nineteenth century.” Very few
thinkers, as opposed to statesmen, scientists, soldiers, religious figures
and the like, have changed the course of actual history as decisively as its
author. There Hegelian trade unions. Not even Marx’s most implacable
critics would deny that he transformed our understanding of human
history. The antisocialist thinker Ludwig von Mises described socialism as
““the most powerful reform movement that history has ever known, the
first ideological trend not limited to a section of mankind but supported by
people of all races, nations, religions and civilisations.” Yet there is a
curious notion abroad that Marx and his theories can now be safely

buried—and this in the wake of one of the most devastating crises of

capitalism on historical record. Marxism, for long the most theoretically
rich, politically uncompromising critique of that system, is now
complacently consigned to the primeval past.

That crisis has at least meant that the word “capitalism,’” usually disguised

under some such coy pseudonym as “the moder
“the West,” has become current once more. Youlé ;
system is in trouble when people start talking dl)Ull sin

that the system has ceased to be as natural as the a the)

seen instead as the historically rather recent pps non is
Moreover, whatever was born can always die, whic
like to present themselves as immortal. Rather as
makes you newly aware of your body, so a forr
perceived for what it 1s when 1t begins to break d
to identify the historical object known as cg to show I
arose, by what laws it worked, and how it mMight be brought to an'\y
Rather as Newton discovered the invisible forces known as the laws of
gravity, and Freud laid bare the workings of an invisible phenomenon
known as the unconscious, so Marx unmasked our everyday life to reveal
an imperceptible entity known as the capitalist mode of production.
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The Communist Manifesto has been described as “without doubt the
single most influential text written in the nineteenth century.” Very few
thinkers, as opposed to statesmen, scientists, soldiers, religious figures
and the like, have changed the course of actual history as decisively as its
author. There Hegelian trade unions. Not even Marx’s most implacable
critics would deny that he transformed our understanding of human
history. The antisocialist thinker Ludwig von Mises described socialism as
“the most powerful reform movement that history has ever known, the
first ideological trend not limited to a section of mankind but supported by
people of all races, nations, religions and civilisations.” Yet there is a
curious notion abroad that Marx and his theories can now be safely

buried—and this in the wake of one of the most devastating crises of

capitalism on historical record. Marxism, for long the most theoretically
rich, politically uncompromising critique of that system, is now
complacently consigned to the primeval past.

That crisis has at least meant that the word “capitalism,” usually disguised
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under some such coy pseudonym as ““the mode:
“the West,” has become current once more. Yo
system is in trouble when people start talking abouf
that the system has ceased to be as natural as the aiy
seen instead as the historically rather recent p
Moreover, whatever was born can always die, whic|
like to present themselves as immortal. Rather as
makes you newly aware of your body, so a forn
perceived for what it is when it begins to break c
to identify the historical object known as
arose, by what laws it worked, and how it Tght be brought to an\§l.
Rather as Newton discovered the invisible forces known as the laws of
gravity, and Freud laid bare the workings of an invisible phenomenon
known as the unconscious, so Marx unmasked our everyday life to reveal
an imperceptible entity known as the capitalist mode of production.
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